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More Music to…. “PLAY FOR THE DANCE” 

Contents: 

No: Tune Titles Origin Key Timing 
Bar 

Structure 

1 Braes of Dornoch Johnson 1757 G Major 2/2 / C 32 bars 

2 Beauteous Grove Kynaston 1711 E Minor 2/2 / C 32 bars 

3 Come Let’s be Merry Playford 1726 D Major 3/4 32 bars 

4 Dressed Ship, The Thompson 1774 A Major 2/2 / C 32 bars 

5 Dunant House Waltz Roger Davidson G Major 3/4 32 bars 

6 Elverton Grove 
Walsh c. 1712 

Music: G.F. Handel 
A Major 2/2 / C 

Unequal 
phrases 

7 Fair and Softly Playford 1726 D Minor 3/4 24 Bars 

8 Fairy Prince, The 
Tom Cook’s dance 

reconstruction 
G Major 9/8 36 bars 

9 Guinea Pig L’Assemblée 1814 
G minor and 

 A  minor 
6/8 16 bars 

10 Hambleton’s Round-O Playford 1710 C Minor 3/2 16 bars 

11 Lord Anson for Ever Johnson 1758 G Major 2/2 / C 24 bars 

12 Mad Robin Playford 1687 B flat Major 2/2 / C 32 bars 

13 Merry Companion, The Fallibroome 1726 D Major 2/2 / C 32 bars 

14 Nonsuch Playford 1650 D Minor 2/2/ C 16 bars 

15 October Rose Ruth McLain D Major 6/8 32 bars 

16 Pirates Waltz, The Traditional D Major 3/4 32 bars 

17 Red and All Red Young 1727 G Major 2/4 
Un equal 
phrases 
16+28 

18 Shawbury Park Alexander 1713 A Minor 2/2 /C 32 bars 

19 St Martin’s Lane 
Playford 1696 

Also from Walsh 1718 
G Minor 2/2 / C 

Un-equal 
phrases 

20 Upon a Summer’s Day Playford 1651 E Minor 6/8 32 bars 

21 Well House Walsh 1711 G Minor 2/2 32 bars 

 

 
  



 
 

 
INTRODUCTION: 

 
 I’ve created arrangements of traditional music, as well as more modern folk-dance music, for 
as long as I can remember. Having retired to central France, I now have the time to search the endless 
files of music, both physical paper files and the files on my computer, for more arrangements which 
may have only, until now, been played or long since recorded somewhere.  
 
 As before, the musical notes I offer are the bare-bones of the music. It is now up to the individual 
to choose the tempo and the instrumentation, and to aspire to make wonderful music such as would 
befit a dance or a ball in an elegant environment.  
 
 I wish to thank many people for their indulgence and for their kind permission to include a 
composition in the book. John & Henry Playford, Walsh, Young and Mozart(!), all of whom, I’m sure, 
would have approved of this collection. Also, thanks to Elvyn Blomfield and Julia Day for adding parts 
to some arrangements; to Ruth McLain for permission to publish October Rose. Thanks, too, to those 
who have proof-read arrangements, tried them out, and/or suffered in my workshops as I have aspired 
to get the sound I want from sometimes cold and tired musicians in small halls somewhere in the back 
of beyond. 
 
 Thanks also to my wife and daughter for putting up with the creation process and being there 
to pick up the pieces of scrap paper when things go wrong. 
 
             Please enjoy playing this music and, if you get asked to register the tunes you play, please 
don’t forget to include the names of the arrangers and publishers. 
 
Dave Brown 
37350 Le Grand Pressigny 
Indre-et-Loire, France 
January 2026 
 
                                                                  ------------------ 

    D'aussi loin que je me souvienne, j'ai toujours créé des arrangements de musique traditionnelle, ainsi 

que de musique folklorique plus moderne. Depuis que je me suis retiré dans le centre de la France, j'ai 

désormais le temps de fouiller dans mes innombrables archives musicales, tant physiques que 

numériques, à la recherche d'autres arrangements qui, jusqu'à présent, n'ont peut-être été joués ou 

enregistrés que quelque part, il y a longtemps.  

 Comme auparavant, les notes de musique que je propose ne sont que l'ossature de la musique. 

C'est maintenant à chacun de choisir le tempo et l'instrumentation, et d'aspirer à créer une musique 

merveilleuse, digne d'une danse ou d'un bal dans un environnement élégant.  

 Je tiens à remercier de nombreuses personnes pour leur indulgence et pour m'avoir 

aimablement autorisé à inclure une composition dans ce livre. John & Henry Playford, Walsh, Young 

et Mozart (!), qui, j'en suis sûr, auraient tous approuvé cette collection. Merci également à Elvyn 

Blomfield et Julia Day pour avoir ajouté des parties à certains arrangements, ainsi qu'à Ruth McLain 

pour m'avoir autorisé à publier October Rose. Merci également à ceux qui ont relu les arrangements, 

les ont essayés et/ou ont souffert dans mes ateliers alors que j'aspirais à obtenir le son que je voulais 

de musiciens parfois froids et fatigués dans de petites salles perdues au fin fond de nulle part.. 

Merci également à ma femme et à ma fille d'avoir supporté le processus de création et d'avoir été là 

pour ramasser les morceaux de papier brouillon lorsque les choses tournaient mal. 

Profitez bien de cette musique et, si on vous demande d'enregistrer les morceaux que vous jouez, 
n'oubliez pas d'inclure les noms des arrangeurs et des éditeurs. 
 
Dave Brown 
37350 Le Grand Pressigny 
Indre-et-Loire, France 
Janvier 2026  



 
 

 
 
See Dave’s original book of Workshop Arrangements. 
 
 

PLAYFORD STYLE: 
 

          First published in 1988, this is my first book of 
workshop arrangements and has been a popular selling 
book for bands and callers who want a basic Playford 
(English) Dance repertoire with ready made 
arrangements. 
 

The 24 titles include: 

• Chestnut 

• Childgrove 

• Gathering Peascods 

• Hunsdon House 

• Indian Queen 

• Mr. Isaac’s Maggot 

• Orleans Baffled 

• Parson’s Farewell 

• Portsmouth 

• The Phoenix 
....................................................................................and many more.................... 

 

Available FREE from https://www.dlbmusic.net   
 

PLAY FOR THE DANCE 
 
          My second book of published arrangements was 
published in 2010. There are 24 arrangements of melodies 
from the English Dance Repertoire, mostly in 3 parts, for 
bands and small ensembles. The arrangements include:- 
 

• Barbarini’s Tambourine 

• Bloomsbury Markek 

• Chelsea Reach 

• De’il Tak the Warr 

• Goddesses 

• Jenny Pluck Pears 

• Key to the Cellar 

• The Old Mill 

• Shrewsberry Lasses 
 
Plus of couple of more modern tunes from my own pen. 
 

 

....................................................................and many more................................... 
 

Also available FREE from https://www.dlbmusic.net 

https://www.dlbmusic.net/
https://www.dlbmusic.net/
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Braes of Dornoch
         Johnson 1757

Play 3 times through.

arr. Dave Brown July 2012
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Upon a Summer's Day
(3 Times)

                Original Key F Minor

                        Playford 1651
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